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Editor’s Note Many thanks to Martin, who in addition to coordinating monthly events, has edited 
recent editions of the newsletter.  It would be much appreciated if we could have a volunteer to 
continue this work in 2026.  Thanks also to Martin for his selection of book reviews. 

All members are invited to submit articles about things they have found interesting, so we can 
share the learning.  This could be on just about any subject: book, music or movie reviews; 
interesting places visited (local or otherwise) or discussion of current issues. 

From our President 

Dear members, 

I hope you are all enjoying a happy holiday season.  Welcome to a new year of U3A events 
in 2026.  Our program for term 1 is set out on page 2. 

This newsletter has articles about our presentations and current affairs discussions from 
term 4 last year, which we hope will be of interest equally to people who attended and 
those who were unable to attend.  

Memberships are due for renewal for calendar year 2026.  We hope you and your families 
and friends will support our activities by renewing, and by joining the committee or 
volunteering to assist with ideas for new events and topics for discussion.  

The start of a new year is always a time for reflection and hopes and aspirations.  We have 
set out on page 3 some words by the late Dr Jane Goodall, which I hope you will find as 
hopeful and inspiring as I do.  I look forward to seeing you all again this year. 

Regards, 

Fiona       info@u3amallacoota.org.au  

mailto:info@u3amallacoota.org.au
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Term 1 Program  
Wednesday 4, 11, 18 and 25 February, current affairs discussion group, 3pm in the St 
Peter’s church meeting room. 

Friday 6 February – Gary Backhouse: “A Visit to the Wildflower Capital of the World” 
(Community Clubrooms, 2pm for a cuppa, presentation starts 2:20pm) 

Wednesday 4, 11, 18 and 25 March, current affairs discussion group, 3pm in the St Peter’s 
church meeting room. 

Friday 6 March – Bob Fisher: “Not Your Average 9 to 5 Job” (Community Clubrooms, 2pm for 
a cuppa, presentation starts 2:20pm) 

Recurring meetings:  mahjong group every Wednesday; pickleball Mondays at 10am, Fridays 
at 11am at the tennis courts (weather permitting) in conjunction with Mallacoota Youth & 
Sports Club; star gazing telescope handling and viewing nights in a street near you (let us 
know if your street has minimal street lighting so we can set up a star gazing event in 
different places around Mallacoota, and stay tuned to social media for clear skies and events 
near you.) 

Check our Facebook page for details of additional 
events from time to time. 
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Dr Jane Goodall, ‘Thoughts for the Future’ 
Jane Goodall (1934-2025) 
was an English 
anthropologist, best known 
for more than six decades of 
field research on the social 
and family life of wild 
chimpanzees in Tanzania. 

Her final public message was 
recorded for Netflix’s 
documentary series, Famous 
Last Words, in which cultural 
icons share their reflections, 

and life lessons, knowing their words will only be shared with the world after their passing. 

“In the place where I am now, I look back over my life. I look back at the world I’ve left 
behind. What message do I want to leave? I want to make sure that you all understand that 
each and every one of you has a role to play. You may not know it, you may not find it, but 
your life matters, and you are here for a reason. 

And I just hope that reason will become apparent as you live through your life. I want you to 
know that, whether or not you find that role that you’re supposed to play, your life does 
matter, and that every single day you live, you make a difference in the world. And you get 
to choose the difference that you make. 

I want you to understand that we are part of the natural world. And even today, when the 
planet is dark, there still is hope. Don’t lose hope. If you lose hope, you become apathetic 
and do nothing. And if you want to save what is still beautiful in this world — if you want to 
save the planet for the future generations, your grandchildren, their grandchildren — then 
think about the actions you take each day. 

Because, multiplied a million, a billion times, even small actions will make for great change. 
I want to — I just hope that you understand that this life on Planet Earth isn’t the end. I 
believe, and now I know that there is life beyond death. That consciousness survives. 

I can’t tell you, from where I am, secrets that are not mine to share. I can’t tell you what you 
will find when you leave Planet Earth. But I want you to know that your life on Planet Earth 
will make some difference in the kind of life you find after you die. 

Above all, I want you to think about the fact that we are part — when we’re on Planet Earth 
— we are part of Mother Nature. We depend on Mother Nature for clean air, for water, for 
food, for clothing, for everything. And as we destroy one ecosystem after another, as we 
create worse climate change, worse loss of diversity, we have to do everything in our power 
to make the world a better place for the children alive today, and for those that will follow. 

You have it in your power to make a difference. Don’t give up. There is a future for you. Do 
your best while you’re still on this beautiful Planet Earth that I look down upon from where I 
am now. God bless you all.”  
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Gary Proctor, ‘Elsewhere … Speechless’, reflections on life in 
the western desert 
Gary opened by acknowledging the country and Traditional Owners wherein which we had 
gathered, along with a cautionary note that some of the Aboriginal people he would be 
talking about and sharing images of had passed away. Then he shared the most important 
observation he had made in his life, that “he didn’t know what he didn't know”, and that in 
his talk he had settled on the unpacking of those moments in his life when, for whatever 
reason, the shock of the new aroused deep uncertainties, propelling him into a new 
awareness of people and cultural life and continually transported into fresh perspectives.  

To establish the rudiments of a cultural baseline he described his early life in the 
conservative East Coast Australian seaside towns in the 60’s and 70’s, and where as a 
student he was politicised by the Vietnam war. He expressed gratitude for the education he 
was given, which happened to lay the foundations for an arts practise that has been central 
to his life in all sorts of ways.  

He first came to Mallacoota in 1975 and bought some land on Karbeethong and over the 
next five years built a house that still stands, the stone house at the far end of Karbeethong 
Ave.  

 
At the end of this time, in 1980, old friends in the Kimberley WA contacted him to offer a job 
diving on a pearling boat. Over the next couple of years he logged over 2000 hours pearl 
diving and felt wonderfully at home in the water.  
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He never stopped making art. In 1985 he had connections with Ngaanyatjarra Aboriginal 
people in the Western Desert and decided to develop, through dissertation and studio 
practice, an enquiry into the contemporary post-colonial space of the times for a Masters 
Degree, in part to get tenure in a lecturing position he had with a West Australian University. 
As part of these studies he went to Warburton Ranges in the Western Desert to begin the 
research, and was subsequently invited to live with people at the rock shelter and waterhole 
Kalkakutjarra about 90 kms from Warburton, where he stayed for three months. (Warburton 
is located 1050 kilometres south west of Alice Springs and 920 kilometres north east of 
Kalgoorlie on the Great Central Highway. It is situated between the Gibson Desert (to its 
north) and the Great Victoria Desert (to its south)). 

All of the senior people there with him had spent the first ten or fifteen years of their lives 
foot walking country before white contact. Their world view and relationships to each other 
seemed to Gary very different to Western culture. He felt he was completely adrift, 
elsewhere and speechless, in the presence of an entirely different human presence in the 
world. It caused him to reconsider the cultural models of life he had assimilated as a child, 
which was indebted to the influences of corporations such as Disney, that provided him as a 
child with a “wish landscape that combines fantasy, fun and the opportunity to enter into a 
more vibrant, imaginary world.” In the presence of a powerful, different way of looking at 
the world Gary reconsidered the impact of Disney, along with the cultural and ethical values 
they both concealed and promoted.  

By way of critique on the reduction of other cultures into comfortable, simple tropes, Gary 
recalled a small ceramic cup seen in the first cabinet of the ceramics gallery in the Shanghai 
Museum. This had been made by a person who understood the qualities of the material and 
also worked it to a beautiful, buoyant form. It is nine and a half thousand years old and is 
evidence of intentional aesthetics and made to celebrate some human exchange or 
celebration. Gary spent two and a half years touring a major exhibition around China’s 
largest museums and speaks very highly of the culture. He was always shown great courtesy 
and flexibility by Chinese authorities wherever he went and the one time the Carnet 
regulations were unwittingly breached the matter was resolved with exceptional ease 
because - and here’s the material point - the customs people in Guandong lost no time I’m 
making an exception for the Tu Di Shen Ti touring exhibition when they saw it’s value to art 
& culture, and intercultural relations between China and Australia. Their prompt action 
enabled the exhibition tour to continue and I was profoundly impressed by their objectivity 
in foregrounding the ‘human’, with the added insight that it was beyond the capacity of 
Australian bureaucracies to even think of doing anything similar. 

Returning to those early months with Ngaanyatjarra people in the Western Desert, one day 
Gary was recording rudiments of the Ngaanyatjarra language and asked an elder for the 
names to the cardinal points of the compass, north, south, east and west. These were 
provided “Kayilli, Yurlparirra, Wilurrarra, Karkarrarra”, but then this senior man took a 
handful of sand, let it drain from his fingers, and said “This Marntja is the Wangkayi body” - 
This Earth/Land/Dreaming is the body of the Aboriginal people. - going on to explain the 
links of these people to the country, thereby acknowledging the wholistic relations between 
Aboriginal people, to the world and each other. Gary realised that everything he was doing, 
including his degree, was part of the dominant cultures post-colonial project. He had to let 
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that go if he was to stay, after Ngaanyatjarra people asked him to do so and put together a 
cultural project. Although he finished his academic degree he abandoned the academic 
career and disappeared into the desert.  

There is no word for “Art” in the Ngaanyatjarra language. This means that all those 
hierarchies of Western Art didn’t exist. There were plenty of words for doing it. Putting 
together a cultural program in this space - the Warburton Arts Project - was full of perplexity 
for him, remembering that he’s adrift, elsewhere and speechless in somebody else’s world. 
So he resolved to build an environment where Ngaanyatjarra people could create the 
meaning of the space. This has become the Warburton Acrylic Collection, recently valued at 
an astonishing 7.7 million dollars.  

 

Gary showed some images of the actual painting room and people painting in country at 
Kurrualya, about 400 kms from Warburton Ranges, in mid 2019. ‘Back to country’ trips (see 
image above) were very important right from the start: in 1993 they brought about 120 
people 240 kms into the Great Victoria Desert to Kulyurru, 200 kms to the south of 
Warburton in the Great Victoria desert. Already some large paintings in the collection had 
been made and traditional owners and community members returned here many times. 
During this time - the first half of the nineties - Gary was still making his own artwork. He 
began to see a land that he had carelessly styled as vast and empty in his previous life, had 
now become filled with human detail. 
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The other terrible history brought into sharp focus for him were the fearful tales - still in the 
living memory of those fine men and women – of murderous clearances of people from their 
country: all very much part of their Indigenous social memory.  

Telling the truth and letting other people create the meaning of the space was always the 
foundation principle in all cultural projects including the many exhibitions he curated over 
nearly thirty years. Gary then reviewed some exhibitions he had undertaken in China. In a 
schools oriented program and education kit about 5000 children visit the exhibition over 17 
museums across the country.  

 
The image above is of an exhibition at the Shijaizhuang Art Museum: the small images are a 
collection of 5000 postcard sized images held in the collection. He was always shown great 
courtesy and flexibility by Chinese authorities wherever he went. The one time the Carnet 
regulations were unwittingly breached the matter was resolved with exceptional ease 
because the customs people in Guandong lost no time in making an exception for the Tu Di 
Shen Ti touring exhibition when they saw it’s value to art & culture, and intercultural 
relations between China and Australia.  

Their prompt action enabled the exhibition tour to continue and Gary was profoundly 
impressed by their objectivity in foregrounding the ‘human element’ over the 
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“bureaucratic”. Gary offered the added insight that it was beyond the capacity of Australian 
bureaucracies to be as flexible and even think of doing anything similar.  

Gary concluding by noting that many of his friends from Warburton had passed away and he 
missed them greatly. He then reflected on his current practise showing images of his house 
in Mallacoota after it, and much of his stored collection of art and reference materials, was 
reduced to ashes in the 2019 fires. His final slide was of his studio as it is now, preparing for 
an exhibition at Mallacoota Art Space [MA Space] in July August 2026, to which all are 
invited 

Book Review:  “The Dalai Lama’s Cat” by David Michie 
Martin Butterfield 

I am normally disinclined to read tomes described on the cover as ‘a novel’ since they tend 
to be written for the interest, if not enjoyment, of academic scholars of English.  I have made 
an exception of this one, which Frances found in our Melbourne building’s library.  It is in 
fact extremely enjoyable and readable at various levels. 

The starting point is it being about the first 
year of the life of a cat rescued by the Dalai 
Lama on a drive through New Delhi.  It 
covers the cat’s introduction to the 
household and life of His Holiness (and 
others in the surrounding neighbourhood).   

The cat has various names at various times 
in the story, and this evolution is very 
entertaining. It is written as an 
autobiography from the perspective of the 
cat which is very much influenced by the 
egotism of the cat.  (This reflects the 
common – at least since Kipling’s “The Cat 
who walked alone” - literary view of cats 
having an unduly high level of self-esteem.)  

A second stream to the story is coverage of 
life in the vicinity of the Dalai Lama.  I am 
unsure how accurate this is, but Michie has 
written other books about Buddhism so I 
suspect he has good contacts.  As part of 
this there are descriptions of visitors to His 

Holiness.  They aren’t named but it is fun trying to work out who they are! 

The third stream is discussion of the philosophy followed by His Holiness.  This is not only 
linked to adjusting the behaviour of the central moggy, but to other characters in the book.  
Again, I can’t vouch for the correctness of what is offered but it is interesting. 

Overall, a very good read.  
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Book Review:  “It lasts forever and then it’s over” by Anne de 
Marcken 
Marrin Butterfield 

This is possibly the strangest book I 
have ever read.  It is fairly short (120 
pages).  I can’t explain it, other than to 
say it is in the general area of 
apocalyptic fantasy (sub-genre, zombi 
apocalypse), but if you want a 
challenging read, then try this! 

The book won the Ursula K Le Guin 
Prize for Fiction in 2024.  Described by 
some as ‘a deeply philosophical and 
metaphysical, heartbreakingly funny 
book about life and death, love and 
loss …. the undead protagonist, in 
search of herself, as she loses one body 
part after another’ and recovers 
memories.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click on the link below to see a short video clip from Facebook, of the author reading a 
passage from the book, the video should open in your browser:  
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1194003331901954 ] 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1194003331901954
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Mike and Pat Coupar “Lord Howe Island from above and 
below” 
The talk by Pat and Mike covered trips they have taken to Lord Howe Island in 2008, 2013, 
and 2025.  (As several members of the audience have also visited the Island at various times 
this report will also include reference to them where appropriate.)   

The Island Group is on the UNESCO World Heritage Register for which the website page 
commences:  

“The Lord Howe Island Group is an outstanding example of oceanic islands of volcanic 
origin containing a unique biota of plants and animals, as well as the world’s most 
southerly true coral reef. It is an area of spectacular and scenic landscapes 
encapsulated within a small land area, and provides important breeding grounds for 
colonies of seabirds as well as significant natural habitat for the conservation of 
threatened species.”  

The main Island is some 600kms from 
Sydney. The upwelling currents 
between Australia and the Island bring 
up nutrients and contribute to the great 
diversity of wildlife in the area.  The 
geology of the Island is based upon a 
shield volcano which arose about 7 
million years ago.  At its highest the 
island was twice the current height of 
Mt Gower.   

The Island was discovered by Lt. Henry 
Lidgbird Ball while he was transporting 
material to penal colonies and on a 
mission between Sydney and Norfolk Island (some 300km further to East.  He named the 
Island in honour of Lord Howe, First Lord of the Admiralty.  The first settlement was in 1824 
when a whaler landed a group of 3 men, their Māori wives and 2 Māori boys who set up a 
station supplying visiting whaling ships with wood, water fresh vegetables and meat.  Cattle 
were also raised, which degraded the forest and led to 10 species of birds becoming extinct. 

These days passenger travel to the Islands is mostly by air in turbo-prop aircraft from 
Sydney.  Most freight – including cars - comes by boat.  Until 1974 flying boats were used.  
(A member of the audience recalled one of these getting a float puncture on landing, so 
when taking off the passengers had to move back in the cabin to keep the hole out of the 
water.) Tourism is important to the Island economy with most accommodation being self-
catering, although there are a few hotels and restaurants There is a road network and a few 
cars are kept on the island, with a rule that if a new car is ‘imported’ an existing one must be 
taken away.  Most movement is by walking or cycling,  A video of a bike ride was shown 
illustrating the quality of the roads and the associated potholes.   
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The main island features two peaks of Mt Lidgbird (777 m) and Mt Gower (847 m).  It is 
advised that people climb Mt Lidgbird as a trial run before attempting Mt Gower. Ropes are 
provided as aids and the path is still not easy. 

 
Climbing Mt Gower is not permitted without a local guide.  On the Coupar’s climb the guide 
was Jack Shick, a local resident who has made the ascent 2,200+ times.  The return trip up 
Mount Gower is 14km and takes around 10 hours.  On the ascent groups take a breather at 
a saddle between the peaks.  The bush is thick and the track not well formed.  It passes 
through a forest zone before the peak with many endemic plant species.  On some days the 
peak is covered with cloud, and there is no view: on this ascent the view was excellent 
including a view of Ball’s Pyramid, 20km to the SE.  

Exemplifying the risks of the 
walk, on the way down on the 
Coupar’s ascent a woman fell 
from the track in a switchback 
and was badly injured with 
compound fractures.  A group 
of 20 of the local volunteers 
evacuated her and she was 
flown to Sydney. 

Several endemic species are 
encountered on the walks up 
the mountains.  On Mt 
Lidgbird these included in the 
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slides were Kentia palm, Pandanus forsteri, and Lord Howe Banyan in lower areas and 
Mountain rose and Fitzgeraldii tree (Dracophyllum fitzgeraldii) on the slopes.  In a video of 
the way up Mount Gower Mike commented on the ropes provided to assist people on the 
single track across the lower slopes and pointed to the very steep slopes below.  Some of 
the endemic plants, in addition to those previously mentioned include Island apple; Moorei 
orchid and Little Mountain Palm.   

A bird was also found on the summit in the form of a Lord Howe Currawong (an endemic 
subspecies).  Many species of seabird breed on LHI with times staggered through the year. 
Those featured in photographs included Sooty Tern; White Tern (including an egg perched 
on a stump with no nest material, and a hyper cute nestling); Black Noddy and Brown Noddy 
(both also terns); and Red tailed Tropicbird (also with hyper cute nestling).  Special mention 
was made of the Lord Howe Woodhen which had diminished to about 37 birds but as a 
result of a recovery program is now of no concern, being common from the settlement to 
tops of the peaks. 

 
They were able to take a boat trip to Balls Pyramid as the sea had calmed down after the 
very bad weather caused by Cyclone Alfred.  The trips are cancelled due to sea conditions 
50% of the time.  A photograph included a Lord Howe Island Phasmid.  This stick insect had 
been extirpated from the main island by 1920 by introduced rats, but dead specimens were 
found on Ball’s Pyramid by climbers from 1964 onwards.  In 2001 a colony of live specimens 
was found by researchers climbing at night (after finding large scats during a daylight 
search). According to Wikipedia they are now being bred in zoos (Melbourne Zoo has raised 
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some 13,000 which it has shared worldwide) and there is a plan to remove the rats and 
reintroduce the phasmids to the main island (eventually).) 

 
There are many areas in the Lagoon where snorkeling is possible in good weather.  It is open 
to the ocean at both ends but there are no bad currents.  Many fish, including some large 
specimens are seen: they come quite close to swimmers.  Slides of fish seen while snorkeling 
included Spotted Sawtail, Blackbacked and Three-banded Butterflyfish, Double-headed and 
(very colourful) Surge Wrasse, Banded Scalyfin, Norfolk Cardinalfish, Spangled Emperor, 
Grey Drummer, and Dotted Sweetlips.  A mesmerising video featured a school of Three-
banded Butterflyfish as well as some coral and a range of other fish, while a second video 
featured an inquisitive, but not dangerous, Galapagos Shark: although growing to 3m long, 
they dine on octopus and small fish rather than divers!  Turtles are also seen and the coral 
was in good condition not suffering from bleaching or the side effects of agricultural runoff 
found in many other areas.  The presentation concluded with an image of a Black-and-gold 
Sapsucking Slug: surely one of the most astonishing-looking  animals of all time. 

As promised by the title of the presentation it covered this island group from the top to the 
bottom, clearly showing why it is so popular with visitors (and serious scientists). 
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Book Review:  Works by/about Roger Deakin, Conservationist 
Marrin Butterfield 

Roger Deakin (1943-2006) was an English writer and conservationist (much referenced, as an 
inspiration, in the works of Robert MacFarlane).1 

Swimming is a small volume, an extract from his longer volume Waterlog, and consists of 10 
chapters covering wild water swims in varied parts of Britain.  He includes a good amount of 
detail about the natural history (and sometimes the human history) of the areas he visits but 
most importantly his reactions to the experience of swimming in the rivers and other 
waterbodies.  

 

 
1 Macfarlane is often seen as a successor or fellow traveller in the tradition Deakin 
helped pioneer through books like Waterlog and Wildwood, exploring Britain's wild 
places, landscapes, and interconnected natural world with a unique blend of personal 
experience, history, and lyrical prose. Their connection is personal and professional, 
marked by mutual admiration, shared exploration (like their Dorset Holloways journey), 
and Deakin's significant influence on Macfarlane's work and philosophy, particularly 
regarding the deep connection between humans and nature.  See eg 2007 interview of 
Robert Macfarlane by Romona Koval at 
https://ramonakoval.com/blog/2019/11/03/robert-macfarlane-depths-and-
landscapes#  

https://ramonakoval.com/blog/2019/11/03/robert-macfarlane-depths-and-landscapes
https://ramonakoval.com/blog/2019/11/03/robert-macfarlane-depths-and-landscapes
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At times he swims with a ‘costume’ (think the origins of Speedos) or a wetsuit, but often just 
drops his clothes and hops into the wet.  This gives rise to occasional comments about the 
cold such as the conclusion to the chapter about an area in Wales: 

“I could have stayed there for days, walking to the next tarn on the map with an 
unpronounceable name and unpronounceably freezing water.” 

He is very interested in rights of access to the water, as would be expected of a founder of 
Friends of the Earth. In one chapter he comments on grumpy behaviour of gamekeepers on 
the Test (a famous trout stream).  In another he expresses amusement about the behaviour 
– his description is much like ‘Whack-a-Mole’ - of naturists in coastal sand dunes. 

I don’t see this as a tourist guide to places to go swimming in the UK.  Indeed, at times it is 
clear that he sees the concept of “Safety Margins” as something that applies to other 
people.  However, as a very well written exposition of a philosophy with which I am very 
comfortable I rate the book very highly. 

Walnut Tree Farm is the farm in Suffolk (UK) where Roger Deakin lived.  Swimming in the 
moat there is mentioned many times in Swimming.  I have read two books about the Farm 
and have listed them below in the order in which I read them.   

 

Life at Walnut Tree Farm by Rufus Deakin and Titus Rowlandson. 

Rufus is Roger’s son and Titus Rowlandson is the current owner of the Farm.  The key 
elements of the book are photographs taken by Roger Deakin and some later ones on the 
more recent situation. There is also considerable text detailing the content and meaning of 
the various images and how they fit into the record of Roger’s life on the Farm. 

My initial reaction was a little muted but as I ‘got into’ the book I found it extremely 
interesting as putting flesh on the material about the Farm covered in Swimming. 
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Having now read the book described below I feel that this one adds greatly to my 
appreciation of Roger Deakins jottings – as he describes them!  I suggest that if at all possible 
the two volumes should be read in this order.   

Notes from Walnut Tree Farm by Roger Deakin.  While Roger Deakin is given as the author of 
this book, I suspect it owes much to Alison Hastie (Roger’s partner) and Terence Blacker (a 
friend and writer), editors of the book, who selected the material from 45 hand written 
exercise books compiled by Roger over the last 6 years of his life.  While Roger was a writer 
of considerable repute, he notes (p66): 

“Much as I enjoy the process of writing … I often prefer to be a jotter. Jottings in their 
spontaneity and complete absence of any craft, are often much so much truer to what 
I actually feel or think at any given moment.” 

Some of the jottings are only 2 or 3 lines: very few are more than a single page.  The editors 
have gathered them together according to month and day without explicit regard to year.  
His points vary in their geographical location from Suffolk to Dartmoor to Australia to 
Kirghizstan (and others places) but are nearly always focussed on humanity’s place in the 
environment.   

For myself, he writes for the converted, as I could easily see myself following the course he 
did, had a few things gone in different directions.  He clearly has opinions and I believe the 
book explains those in a solid fashion without preaching. 

The photographs and text in Rufus’ book above greatly assisted my appreciation of the 
elements of the Farm and its location which he is describing: the various living places on the 
Farm; the moat; Mellis Common and Cowpasture Lane.  That being said I think his jottings 
covered in this volume are worth reading in their own right.  
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Current affairs discussion group 
Please give some thought to topics you would like to discuss in term 1 of 2026. 

In term 4 of 2025 our discussion group covered a range of topics, including 
Victoria’s Water Security Plan for Greater Melbourne, political use of deep fakes 
and AI generated images, online safety laws to protect minors, the Victorian 
treaty with First Peoples, and mineral sands mining. 

 In late September 2025 the 
government announced a 
task force to review options 
to make up a future projected 
shortfall between inflow to 
Melbourne Metropolitan 
catchments, including from 
the current desalination 
plant, and water 
consumption.  Based on 
projected population growth 

to 2050, water needs must be met from a combination of water savings and 
desalination, most likely by expanding the 
current plant and building another.  This 
appears to be a problem shared by cities 
around the world.  

The rise of deep fakes and AI generated 
images was discussed, particularly increasing 
use for political purposes and the potential 
impacts on voter sentiments. 

The changes to Australia's Online Safey 
legislation protecting minors, effective from 
10 December 2025, were discussed, which 
require major social media platforms to prevent Australians under 16 from 
creating accounts and places the onus on the platforms to enforce this, with 
penalties for non-compliance.  

The US government has criticized Australia's law, citing potential for 
extraterritorial censorship, eg the eSafety Commissioner some time ago sought 
a global ban on a video of a Sydney stabbing attack, which ban was opposed by 
Twitter.  US tech companies have also lobbied the US government to address 
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Australia's online safety regulations, viewing them as "trade barriers“.  US 
government resistance is continuing, with threatens to sanction Australia’s 
eSafety Commissioner. 

The agreement between 
Australia and the US 
regarding critical rare 
earth minerals was 
discussed.  China’s 
industry has risen to 
world dominance, and 
the impact of the 
potential US investment 
in Australia’s mineral 

resources will benefit Australian mining companies in the sector.  The proposed 
mineral sands development near Glenaladale, previously called Kalbar 
Operations, re-branded as Gippsland Critical Minerals, was noted amidst 
continuing opposition by local communities on the Mitchell River. 

We discussed the implications of the Victorian Treaty Act 2025.  Previous 
discussion group sessions considered the long history of British treaty making 
with indigenous peoples in North America from the time of colonisation by 
European powers, the wars between the British and French, the American War 
of Independence, down to legacy issues and modern-day treaties in Canada. 

The Batman Treaty of 1835 covering parts of Melbourne was exploitative and 
unenforceable. New Zealand’s Treaty of Waitangi in 1840 continues to evolve. 

The Colony of Victoria gained legislative powers in1851. The Australian 
Constitution 1901 left legislative power with respect to indigenous peoples in 
the hands of the former colonial parliaments, where treaty making remains.  

The Victorian Treaty 
Act 2025 and the 
Victorian Treaty can 
therefore be 
considered in the 
context of the British 
colonial use of 
treaties in north 
America and 
Australasia. 
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The Victorian Treaty Act 2025 creates a body corporate, to be known as Gellung 
Warl, to advance the right to self-determination of First Peoples to come 
together politically and make collective decisions and representations to 
government.  It is a public authority, but is not under control or direction of 
government.  The Act does not limit the powers of Parliament, nor are the 
powers of Gellung Warl coercive. 

Gellung Warl has the following constituent arms: the First Peoples Assembly 
(governing body, 33 members elected by Victorian Aboriginal people); Nyerna 
Yoorrook Telkuna (truth-telling and healing arm) and Nginma Ngainga Wara 
(arm to hold government accountable for decisions affecting First Peoples, ie 
outcomes and justice).  The names of the various bodies are drawn from 
language groups in various parts of Victoria. 

The Act requires that the State government and Gellung Warl (and its 
constituent arms) act in mutual good faith.  Accordingly, actions and outcomes 
which may arise from representation from the Gellung Warl will depend on 
continuing negotiation with the government of the day.  Neither the 
government nor parliament are bound to accept such representations (nor is 
the validity of any decision affected by any failure to consider such 
representations). 
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Books by Kyo Maclear 
Martin Butterfield 

Kyo Maclear (1970-) is a Canadian novelist and children’s author, born in 
London, England and moved to Toronto, Canada at a young age. According to 
Wikipedia, her father was journalist and documentary filmmaker Michael 
Maclear (1929-2018) and her mother is Japanese artist and gallerist Yoko 
Maclear (nee Koide).  

I read her book Birds Art Life: A year of Observation (Scribner, 2017) first and 
found it a very interesting story about a year of her life in which she becomes 
very interested in birding in Toronto.  She weaves into this the stories of her 
parents which are very entertaining.  The wiki above suggests that her parents 
are not people with simple lives especially when the father’s documentaries 
tend to be about conflict zones.   

I subsequently came across a blurb for the second book Unearthing (Scribner, 
2023), “Three months after Kyo 
Maclear's father dies in December 
2018, she gets the result of a DNA 
test showing that she and the 
father who raised her are not 
biologically related.”  That 
suggested a story which had to be 
followed up so I read that a short 
while after the first book.   

The material about how she 
follows up on the DNA test is very 
interesting (especially to myself 
who is in some ways rather 
sceptical about some aspects of 
DNA analysis).  Of more 
importance to me, as a reader of 
the book, is how she unravels what 
actually went on in her parents’ 
lives.  Much of this is through 
conversations with her ailing 
mother whose memories and 
English are failing.   
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Both her legal father (the journalist referred to above) and her biological father 
have died but she is able to bring in much of their lives.  There is a certain 
amount of feeling of a detective novel here as Maclear is very clever in telling 
the story in that she does not actually give the name of her biological father but 
gives enough hints of aspects of his life that his identity can be deduced with a 
few uses of Google searches.  And confirmed by scanning the 
acknowledgements section.   

These books are both a very good read.   I suggest that the two books should be 
read in the order of their publication, although I intend to read Birds etc again 
to see how my perspective changes.  

 

U3A Mallacoota Astronomy nights 
Through 
Destination 
Gippsland, we 
have a variety of 
equipment for 
community use.  
This includes 
‘laser-guided 
naked eye 
astronomy’, 
binocular viewing, 
and smart 
telescopes such 
as that pictured 
which can be 
used to view the 
moon and 
planets, nebulae, 
star clusters and 
galaxies.  We also 
have a smart 
telescope that can 

take and share photographs of the night’s observations (many of which are 
shared on U3A Mallacoota Facebook page). 


