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Editor’s Note Many thanks to Martin, who in addition to coordinating monthly events, has edited 
recent editions of the newsletter.  It would be much appreciated if we could have a volunteer to 
continue this work, which involves putting together 3 to 4 newsletters over the calendar year. 

All members are invited to submit articles about things they have found interesting, so we can 
share the learning.  This could be on just about any subject: book, music or movie reviews; 
interesting places visited (local or otherwise) or discussion of current issues. 

From our President 

Dear members, 

We had our AGM on 5 September, followed by Terry Pheeney’s presentation looking back 
to ‘When life at Mallacoota was simple’.  I’m sure we would all like to be able to bag the 
rabbits in our gardens, as was possible in a more relaxed time. 

Our committee this year includes Martin Butterfield, Peter Jones, George Raitt and 
Caroline Jones.  We encourage new people to join the committee at any time, and new 
volunteers to bring ideas for new events and topics.  Articles in this issue cover some of 
our recent presentations and ongoing events that you could get involved in. 

We have events scheduled for International Observe the Moon week in October.  If you or 
your family have an interest in star gazing, please contact us.  Our U3A has some 
wonderful equipment that, with a little introduction, everyone should be able to use and 
enjoy.  A short article in this issue describes photographing the lunar eclipse on 8 
September with the Dwarf II smart telescope. 

Regards, 

Fiona       info@u3amallacoota.org.au  

mailto:info@u3amallacoota.org.au
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Term 4 Program  
Thursday 2 October, NASA’s International Observe the Moon night, Mallacoota tennis 
courts, 7pm to 8:30pm, and again same time on Friday 3 October, Saturday 4 October, 
Sunday 5 October, Monday 6 October, and Tuesday 7 October (in each case, weather 
permitting) 

Wednesday 8, 15 and 19 October, current affairs discussion group, 3pm in the St Peter’s 
church meeting room. 

Friday 7 November – Mike and Pat Coupar ‘Lord Howe Island – from above and below’ (2pm 
for a cuppa, presentation starts 2:20pm) (Venue to be confirmed) 

Wednesday 5, 12, 19, 26 November, current affairs discussion group, 3pm in the St Peter’s 
church meeting room. 

Friday 5 December – Gary Proctor, ‘Land and Body – Reflections on life in the Western 
Desert’ (2pm for a cuppa, presentation starts 2:20pm) 

Recurring meetings:  mahjong group every Wednesday; pickleball Mondays at 10am, Fridays 
at 11am at the tennis courts (weather permitting) in conjunction with Mallacoota Youth & 
Sports Club 

 

Check our Facebook page for details of additional 
events from time to time. 
 

This took pace in 
August.  We had three 
screening sessions on 
topics below. 

As well as selected 
films from the festival 
catalogue we 
screened a few short 
films on related 
themes which can be 
found on the internet, 
details below. 

The first session 
covered various 
groups in north 
America restoring 
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bison herds, and keeping pet crocodiles in the 
Northern Territory.  Links to those films: 

60 Minutes, American Prairie: Restoring bison to 
northern Montana with a patchwork nature reserve 
(13 mins) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PyKnFHcYk7E  

PBS, ‘Why are buffalo returning to Texas after 136 
years?’  Texas Tribal Buffalo project, (18 mins) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HgVlYMOGXCI  

The second session covered stunning photographs 
of and solar eclipses including the Ningaloo eclipse in Western Australia a year or so back.  The 
film festival piece is not publicly available, however, there is a video of a presentation to the 
Astronomical Society of Victoria on the Ningaloo eclipse in Western Australia, available on the 
internet: ASV ‘Expectation Vs Reality The 2023 Exmouth Solar Eclipse’ (the reality far exceeds 
expectations https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g_BEbkk702s 

Session 2 covered a film festival piece 
on the research by Whale Wise in 
Iceland’s stunning scenery.  Some 
publicly available videos on Whale 
Wise’s research are:  

Whale Wise, For the Love of Whales 
2019 (9 mins) 
https://vimeo.com/363147748 

BBC, Whale Wise, Clive Both, 2022 (8 
mins) https://vimeo.com/751184048 

The final screening covered a film festival short ‘Hoy’ri’ (14 mins) which concerns the study 
of fossils in the Atacama Desert, the world’s driest desert, where stromatolites — the oldest 
fossil evidence of life on the planet — still persist.  Paleontologists excavate the past in 
search of answers about the evolution of life and the cosmos.  The desert's aridity preserves 
primitive conditions from 3.5 billion years ago, inspiring a quest for answers that transcend 
time.  For the Licantanay people, the original inhabitants of the Atacama Desert, Hoy’ri 
means ‘Earth’. 

Related to this we viewed ‘Australian Museum – What is Palaeontology?’ (5 mins) which 
explains the significance of the museum's Palaeontology Collection consisting of specimens 
of fossil invertebrates and plants, fossil mammals and fossil fish, most of which are 
Australian but also a wide selection of material from outside Australia.  This can be viewed 
at Australian Museum, ‘What is Palaeontology?, 2025 https://vimeo.com/1073397659  

The film festival animated film ‘No one is an island’ (10 mins) (not publicly available) 
concerns scientists studying if it’s possible for everyone to live a good life without damaging 
the environment, imagining and testing how a more energy efficient lifestyle and affordable 
housing could be engineered in practice. This films leads in to ‘Demanding Climate Justice’  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PyKnFHcYk7E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HgVlYMOGXCI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g_BEbkk702s
https://vimeo.com/363147748
https://vimeo.com/751184048
https://vimeo.com/1073397659
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(4 mins) which follows the student initiative 
Pacific Islands Students Fighting Climate 
Change, with support from the World’s Youth 
Fighting for Climate Justice, who take their 
fight to the world’s highest court: the 
International Court of Justice; followed by 
‘World Court opinion on climate change’ (3 
mins) in which the 15-judge panel 
determined in July 2025 that nations could 

be in violation of international law if they don’t enact measures to mitigate climate change, 
adding that states impacted by the crisis could be entitled to reparations.  Those shorts can 
be seen at:  

Demanding climate justice (4 mins) https://vimeo.com/1066912880 

ICJ decision, July 2025 (3 mins) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gjNvjInZAcw 

Total lunar eclipse 8 September 2025 
Below are two photographs taken by Fiona at 
Karbeethong using the Dwarf II smart telescope (pictured 
right) on loan from Destination Gippsland.  This is 
available for community use, and we can provide training 
sessions so anyone can use it.  The device is operated 
from an app which can be instead on anyone’s smart 
phone or tablet.  Email us to arrange a hands on session.  

The first photo was taken at the point of totality around 
4am. 

 

 

 

The photo below was taken around 4:20am as the 
moon started to move out of the earth’s shadow.  

 

https://vimeo.com/1066912880
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gjNvjInZAcw
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Congratulations Caroline 
 

One of our committee members, 
Caroline Jones was honoured by 
having one of her photos selected 
as a finalist in the Australian 
Geographic Nature Photographer of 
the Year competition.  Seen here 
with her photo of the Milky Way, 
through burnt out melaleuca forest.  
Photos from the competition were 
on display at the South Australian 
Museum.   

Another of Caroline’s photos is our 
cover photo on our Facebook page. 

We love her work. 

 

 

 

 

Coming in October 
Marguerite Derricourt is 
best known as a sculptor 
of mixed media works, 
having worked in Europe 
and Australia.  Focussing 
primarily on subject 
matter drawn from the 
natural world, Marguerite 
has worked in a broad 
variety of media, from 
cast bronze to melted wax 
and hessian, from welded 
aluminium to neon and 
fibre glass, from moulded 
paper to chicken wire.   

Margeurite’s popular 
sculpture, "A Day Out", is a group of four bronze pigs and a customized rubbish bin with 
bronze rubbish on top, located in Rundle Mall, Adelaide. 
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Save the date: 
International Observe 
the Moon Night, 4 
October 2025, with online 

teaching resources provided by 
NASA, including their on-line 
interactive moon maps.  Weather 
permitting, we will be running 
observing sessions with U3A 
telescopes at the Mallacoota tennis 

courts, from 7pm to 8:30pm on the nights of October 1 to October 7 inclusive.  

 

The Southern Ark Project – fox control for the wildlife of 
Far East Gippsland 
Andrew Murray  

Andrew opened his 
presentation by looking at 
some alternatives to the 
Victorian Southern Ark 
project.  Just across the 
border in NSW the 2,000 Ha 
Nungatta feral predator-free 
conservation area is one of 
10 such areas in that State. 
They amount to 67 825 Ha 
(0.0825% of the State’s land  
area).  In contrast the footprint of Southern Ark is 1 million Ha (4.439% of the 
States land area).  The use of predator free areas does give scope for an insurance 
population but does not work at a landscape level.   A project in WA does function 
at a landscape level but uses aerial dropped baits rather than the targeted buried 
baits of Southern ark. 

The goal of Southern Ark is to support the recovery of species threatened by 
foxes and other species sensitive to fox predation so that they are no longer 
threatened within the project area.  A slide listed 12 species protected by fox 
control: 8 were listed as Vulnerable or Endangered under the Commonwealth 
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“Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999” (EPBC ACT) 
while the remaining 4 species are Endangered or Critically Endangered under 
the Victorian Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 (FFG Act).   

Foxes eat a lot! A research project found forest-dwelling foxes kill 1,071 
reptiles, birds and mammals per sq km per year (Stobo-Wilson et al. 2021).  
That amounts to 10.7 million critters being eaten by foxes each year before fox 
control was commenced.  Scat analysis by the late Barbara Triggs (resident of 
Mallacoota District and author of “Tracks, scats, and other traces”) listed 
remains of other species forming the bulk of prey items, it illustrated the range 
of species consumed – and such analysis was unlikely to pick up the rare 
species (by the definition of ‘rare!). 

The basic control mechanism of Southern Ark is 4,000+ permanent bait stations 
across one million hectares of public land.  The manufactured meat baits are 
buried which follows the caching food (and robbing caches) behaviour 
fundamental to the foraging ecology of the Red Fox.  Goannas and Dingoes 
rarely dig up food, and don’t like the manufactured meat, so are little affected 

by these baits.  Bait stations are 
checked and rebaited with 1080 
baits at least 9 times per year at 
intervals of 4-6 weeks keeping the 
pressure on any foxes in the area 
throughout the entire year. 

The period of the project to date 
includes years with other threats 
to wildlife.  The period 2016 to 
2019 were years of severe drought, 
followed by the Black Summer fires 
of 2019-20.  That was followed by 
three years of La Nina with copious 
rainfall supported regeneration of 

the environment.   

The project also includes a 720-site camera-trapping monitoring program and 
analysis of images from these cameras provides data for assessment of the 
effectiveness of the project.  Peanut butter is used as a lure to attract the target 
species.   

However, a first example of the success of the Southern Ark project is that 
research by the Arthur Rylah Institute for Environmental Research publish in 
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2020  (https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-
2989675105/view ) shows that 
fox density was reduced by more 
65% over much of the footprint 
of the Southern Ark project.  This 
indicates one of the major 
threats to the rare species has 
been greatly reduced.   

Moving on to accounts for the 
various species Andy spoke about 
the Long-footed Potorroo as the 
first species.  It is endangered but 
was found in 81 camera sites 
(from a total of 240) in Oct-Dec 2019, just before the fires.  These sites were 
camera-trapped again in April-May 2020 (2 months after the fires and then in 
2021, 2022 and 2024.  Andy presented charts showing the presence/absence of 
Long-footed Potorroos separately for 5 classes of fire incidence from unburnt 
(12 sites) through high canopy scorch (34 sites) to canopy burnt (6 sites).  For 
each class of fire incidence (except unburnt) a greater number of these sites 
captured images of this species in 2024 (totalling 73 sites  - 90% of 81) than in 
2020 (which totalled 47 sites 57%).  Growth in the number of sightings – note 
many sites had more than one sighting - was reflected in heat maps: for this 
species there were 209 sightings in 2016/17 and 261 sightings in 2022. (Later in 
his talk Andy shared information that the Long-footed Potoroo has been found 
to have extended its range into an area NSW where the species was previously 
unrecorded.)  

The Long-nosed 
Bandicoot is an 
insectivore which did 
not do well in the 
drought years. They 
can breed through the 
year and have up to 3 
litters per year.   Their 
population exploded in 
2022, the first La Nina 
year. (see image).  

https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-2989675105/view
https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-2989675105/view
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Southern Brown Bandicoot was scantily reported in 2016/17 with only 7 sites 
(of 720) capturing the species.  This was not a process issue as by 2022 they 
were at 107 sites.  The Long-nosed Potoroo did not do well in the drought 
dropping from 23 records in 2016-17 to only 3 in 2021.  They typically only have 
1 young per year but had built numbers back up  to 16 sightings by 2022,  

Sightings of Common and Mountain Brush-tailed Possums both rose from 
2016/17 to 2021 and continued and the higher level in 2022.  The heat maps 
for Swamp Wallaby showed a slight drop but still widespread in good numbers. 
Sightings of Superb Lyrebird dropped considerably after the drought/fire 
periods and were still lower in 2022.  The White-footed Dunnart was not 
detected in the study of fox scats and only recorded 3 times in the 2016/17 
photos.  However it is now seen everywhere across the Ark footprint.  The 
situation of the Owlet Nightjar is a mystery, with7 sightings in 2016/17, 109 in 
2021 and 172 in 2022.  (As an aside eBird data for East Gippsland shows a low 
and variable number of sightings per year and certainly not significant growth.)  

Moving to large predators cat numbers show that they took a hit from the fire 
but the number of sightings in 2022 was back to 2016/17 level.  There are few 
fox sightings in the camera traps, with numbers rising from 21 in 2016/17 to 45 
in 2022.  No heat maps exist for Dingos but research by Ramsey & Caley in 
2024 shows their incidence to be similar inside and outside the Ark footprint 
supporting the view that the baiting is not impacting the Dingo population. 

Andy concluded his presentation with four take-away points: 

1. Fox predation is an ongoing threat to native wildlife. Fox control is a 
critically-important management tool. 

2. Bait-take is very low across the landscape, a reflection of (a) low fox 
numbers, and (b) the low level of bait-take by non-target species. 

3. Drought (climate change) is as big a risk to the survival of some mammals 
as fire 

4. Native mammals (including those of conservation concern) are thriving in 
mesic forests of East Gippsland in the post-fire, fox-controlled environment 
(with average or above-average rainfall), without the requirement for 
predator-proof fencing. 

Questions afterwards Included:  

Do foxes cross the State border?   They have to do so: while most foxes travel 
small distances some cover very large distances.  What is the policy on cats? 
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There is some evidence they are not as harmful in forest as is the deserts.  They 
are very picky in what they will eat and hard to control at a landscape level.  
Felix boxes are effective, but very expensive. Any research into Biocontrol?  
CSIRO have investigated but no positive outcome.   

 

Time Travel: Melbourne to Sydney, 1932 
Bob Fisher  

Bob began with an acknowledgment of the traditional owners of Country. 

He summarised the trip he will cover as 2 cars with 13 people driving from 
Melbourne to Sydney for the opening of the Sydney Harbour Bridge, and back 
to Melbourne.  The participants were members of the families of cousins of 
Bob’s wife, Dale.  The trip took 29 days, and was well documented with 
photographs and written entries in an album which had been passed down by 
Bill Haig to his son, the late Doug Haig (who had married Dale’s cousin Joan).  
The written entries were by Grace King the secretary for trip (Bill, being 
Treasurer had collected £5 per person – about $1,000 at current prices).   

Bob had digitised the album for sharing with the descendants of those on the 
trip.  This gave him photographs to show, and 15 pages of written notes to 
weave into his presentation with supplementary information. 

After a few days building the camping kit, the trip departed Melbourne at 0930 
on Saturday March 3, 1932 with 13 folk in the two cars- a Dodge 4, with 8 
passengers and a trailer, and a Willys Whippet.  They had to stop at Stratford to 
buy a frying pan!  The travellers recorded the first day as covering 120 miles to 
Lakes Entrance: a fair 
bit shorter than the 
distance shown now 
on Google Maps 
(perhaps odometers 
weren’t too fussy in 
1932!.  From this 
camp they saw the 
SS Tambar, a cargo 
and passenger ship 
covering the 
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Gippsland Lakes, up to Bairnsdale, and to Melbourne.  

The second day included the first puncture (before Cann River) and then over 
the Drummer and through Alfred National Park (declared in 1925) on what 
would have been steep, rough and slippery roads, to Genoa where they 
refuelled.  They travelled on to Pambula Beach where fish were caught.  They 
camped for the next three nights at Lennards Island, South of Pambula.  Stores 
were boosted with caught fish and shot rabbits.   

On Thursday the 10th they left Northwards.  The Clyde River was crossed on a 
ferry at Bateman’s Bay before setting up a camp at Burrill Lake for 3 days.  A 
small boat was hired for fishing.  They stayed here for 3 days, including a trip to 
the wreck of the “Northern Firth” which had gone aground on 22 February.  
Some salvage happened, including Beecham’s Pills! The next stage passed 
through several towns with a stop at Nowra (the biggest town on the South 
Coast) for shopping.  The camp that night and the next was at the Kiama 
Blowhole.  This was the last fishing point before driving to Brighton-le-Sands.  
Some of the group went to pick up their mail from the Sydney GPO to which it 
had been forwarded on.  
Their tents got flooded by 
torrential rain so they rented 
an upstairs flat for the group 
of 13!  It was in a building 
above a corner shop selling 
smallgoods and pastries. (60 
years later  Bob visited this 
building where they stayed, 
which is now a well regarded 
bakery “La Promenade 
Patisserie”)  

The following day was spent visiting parts of Sydney including most of the well 
known beachside suburbs from Coogee round through Bondi to the Gap, 

Bob summarised some aspects of the development of the Bridge.  The first sod 
was turned on 28 July 1923, so it took just under 10 years to complete the 
bridge.  469 buildings, both private and public were demolished for the 
construction, with little compensation paid.  The steel weighed in total 52,800 
tonnes.  It is the tenth-longest spanning-arch bridge in the world and the tallest 
steel arch bridge, measuring 134 m (440 ft) from top to water level (although 
expansion of the steel on hot days can add 18cm to the height). It was also the 
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world's widest long-span bridge, at 48.8 m until overtaken by a Canadian bridge 
in 2012. 

At each end of the bridge are a pair of pylons faced with granite. This was 
sourced from Moruya to where 250 Australian, Scottish and Italian 
stonemasons (and their families) moved to cut, dress and number the blocks of 
stone, which were then ferried to Sydney in three ships, specifically for that 
purpose.  The pylons have a range of uses: a museum and visitor centre; the 
centre of the CCTV system; vents for the tunnel under the harbour; and a shed 
for tow trucks and safety vehicles. 

Load testing the bridge during construction included the rail tracks on the 
Western side being loaded with up to 96 locomotives!  Industrial safety was not 
to current standards: 16 workers died – only 2 from falls.  The cost of 
construction was £6.25 million (about $1.25 billion in current prices) and not 
paid off in total until 1986. 

There was a very festive air as the party joined the throng heading to observe 
the opening on Saturday 19 March.  They got a position at the Government 
House gardens overlooking Circular Quay.  Estimates of the crowd ranged from 
300.000 to 1 million.  Either is extraordinary as the population of Sydney at the 
time was only 1,256,00.  (Noting that ‘our’ party was unlikely to be the only 
group from interstate the population of Australia was about 6,500,000.)  The 
actual opening was to be by the Premier, Jack Lang but before he could cut the 
tape a man in military uniform - Francis De Groot, a member of the ultra-right-
wing New Guard group – rode up on a borrowed horse and slashed the ribbon 
with a sword.  He was promptly arrested, the ribbon retied and Lang performed 
the official opening ceremony.  (Note by editor, from Wikipedia: A similar 
ribbon-cutting ceremony on the bridge's northern side by North Sydney's mayor, 
Alderman Primrose, was carried out without incident.)  

There were 6 toll booths at the Southern end at that time, charging 6d for a car 
or motorbike and 3d for a horse and rider.  Cyclists and pedestrians were free.  
Taking advantage of this, in the evening the party walked over the bridge, 
returning by ferry.   

A photograph from the bridge looks down the Harbour towards the Bridge with 
HMAS Canberra in the foreground.  Behind it is Bennelong Point, now the site 
of the Sydney Opera House and Government House is in the trees behind a 
ferry.  Bob noted that when doing his electrical apprenticeship he worked on 
many of the old sandstone buildings in Sydney including Government House.  
Bob also noted a link between his father and HMAS Canberra, as his father was 
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serving on the light cruiser HMAS Hobart only 7 miles from the Canberra when 
it was sunk in battle in the Solomons Islands in 1942.  

The final place in the 
photograph is Fort Denison, on 
the left centre of the image.  It 
was also known as Pinchgut 
and was the site of the 
execution in 1796 of Francis 
Morgan for murder.  His body 
was then displayed on a 
gallows for several years as a 
warning to other.  The 
fortifications include a 
Martello Tower which is the 
only one built in Australia, and 
the last built in the British Empire. 

The bridge requires regular maintenance, including painting.  A special paint is 
used to ensure that any drips have dried before they hit cars on the bridge.  The 
total area of the ironwork to be covered is 485,000 square metres (in old 
money, 120 acres) equivalent to approximately 30 MCGs.  Apart from the 
painters, climbing the bridge was illegal until 1998, but some members of the 
Sydney Rockclimbing Club would make the climb after club meetings at The 
Hero of Waterloo in the Rocks: Bob did this several times. 

The next three days of the 1932 visit were spent as tourists seeing the sights of 
Sydney.  They visited Taronga Park, which had opened in 1916.  They also 
explored the City area, taking a ride on the underground railway and on their 
last day (Tuesday 22nd March) visiting the Royal Agricultural Show. 

On Wednesday 23rd, they started the homeward journey, reaching a camp at 
Katoomba for 2 nights.  This included walking the 5 miles Blue Mountains 
National Pass Walk, along a ledge overlooking the Jamison Valley.  Again, this 
stirred memories for Bob who spent much time climbing in this area. 

They did a short drive to camp at Jenolan Caves and visited the Caves , one of 
the largest cave systems in Australia.  They finished the 26th March with 
another short drive to Bathurst, encountering Bat’s Head thorns which gave the 
second puncture of the trip.  After these short days, the 27th was a longer, 
picturesque, drive through Cowra and Boorowa to camp at Yass.  They had 
heavy rain that evening so didn’t break camp until noon passing through 
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Canberra (where milk was noted as very expensive) to Queanbeyan where it 
was cold.  It got colder the next day as they headed to the South Coast via 
freezing Cooma  via Nimmitabel and Brown Mountain - which must have been 
an interesting drive at that time – visiting the Kamaruka Estate before camping 
at Pambula again.  They celebrated the return of warmth by swimming and 
some excellent fishing at Merimbula. 

They stayed in the Merimbula area the next day began with a visit to relatives 
of Bill Haig who had a property in the area to purchase vegetables.  More 
fishing!  After a late start on the 31st they looked at the ruins of Boydtown 
before making their way to Mallacoota, along the road opened in 1918, to 
camp at the foreshore.  The next day saw them get to Bemm River (for more 
fishing) and camp with Mrs Robertson at the McKenzie River camp of 2 huts.  
The final day was a long drive of 200miles via Lakes Entrance through to their 
homes.  Total distances are a little rubbery but their reports added to 
approximately 1600 miles: 
Google maps suggests about 
2300km today (excluding side 
trips).  

The Treasurer summarised the 
accounts with total outlays of 
£55/18s/8d.  Of this £23 (41%)  
was attributed to car expenses 
and £1/10s for the flat in Sydney 
(5 days for 13 people!).  

 

Some Book Reviews 
Martin Butterfield 

“The Island of Missing Trees” Elif Shafak 

I was taking a tram along St Kilda Rd and noticed the woman opposite me was 
reading a book titled “The Forty Rules of Love”,  Which I thought a little bold to 
be reading in public.  Somehow we got into conversation and the woman 
recommended this book by the same author as particularly good.  It certainly is 
an excellent read.   
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The story is partly a coming of age tale about a girl of Cypriot ancestry, growing 
up in England.  It is set against the stories of her parents’ life in Cyprus, with a 
Greek father and Turkish mother.  (Elif Shafak is Turkish.)  This is at the time of 
Eoka terrorism leading up to the partition of the island.   

I found the story engrossing as I grew up in England at the time of the political 
events in Cyprus described in the book.  It explains them very well (although I 
cannot say it makes sense of them: nothing could).  

An additional character – somewhere between a narrator and a Chorus in a 
Greek Classic – is a Fig Tree!   

“Mountains of Fire” Clive Oppenheimer 

A non-fiction book about volcanoes, written by an academic specialising in 
vulcanology.  One of the key measures he is interested in is the age of the 
volcanic events he in studying.  He then links this knowledge with other data – 
notably the presence of sulphur in geological deposits – to relate the volcanoes 
to past climatic and environmental issues and how these relate to human 
culture and economics. 

This is not done from sitting in the ivory halls of academia.  At least a year is 
spent in a cabin on the rim of Mount Erebus (Antarctica).  Many other 
volcanoes (or sites where volcanoes have blown up (Mount St Helens, 
anyone?).  As I read I wondered many times whether he could spell the words 
“safety margin”. 

The book is structured in term of his path of studies through his life rather than 
geological time or geography.  But it hangs together very well and explains 
many of the cataclysmic volcanic events of which I am aware. 

“Climbing the Walls”  Kieran Cunningham 

There are many walls in this record of the author’s time- 62 days - in COVID 
lockdown in Lombardy.    

The most physical are the mountain walls on which he spends his time before 
lockdown.  Also physical are the (much) smaller walls around the garden which 
he uses to keep fit when confined pretty much to his apartment by 
Government rules. 

One set of mental walls are the rules imposed by the Italian Government to try 
to control the pandemic.  Also, the less oppressive rules applied by the British 
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Government which are affecting his parents in Scotland and those of the 
Turkish Government experienced by his girlfriend in Istanbul. 

The major mental walls however, and a major part of the book, are those of his 
being bipolar.  The history of his condition, and in particular how he deals with 
it when his usual coping mechanism - climbing mountains – is blocked, is a 
main focus of the book.  There is much scope for this to have become a “poor 
me” story but such emotive avenues are ignored.  Rather than feeling sorry for 
him I only feel admiration for him. 

Growing up in England the BBC would often put on live television broadcasts of 
the hard men of British climbing, for example Joe Brown and Dougal Haston, 
climbing the North Face of the Eiger or the Old May of Hoy.  Kieran 
Cunningham would definitely be hard enough to go with them. 

Another excellent read.  

“Melbourne Circle: Walking, Memory, and Loss” Nick Gadd 

This is another book with much scope for emotive unhappiness, as it is written 
in places as a letter to his late wife (the opening sentence is “I came across our 
certificate of title while I was sorting out the estate after you died”) about the 
walks they did around Melbourne.  However I think he dodges that bullet and I 
just ended up feeling a little sad for him, but thinking how well he dealt with 
the ‘loss’ element. 

The idea underlying the book came from one of our favourite writers Robert 
MacFarlane who introduced the author to the concept of psychogeography: 

“… place a glass, rim down, anywhere on (a) map and draw around its edge.  
Pick up the map, go out into the city and walk the circle.” 

The circle they walk is around the edge of the City of Melbourne beginning in 
Williamstown/Yarraville, getting to Fitzroy and St Kilda before ending in Port 
Melbourne.  This is not done in one go but many trips.  They focus on the 
history of the areas, often catalysed by “ghost signs” – the old advertisements 
dimly visible on blank walls and shopfronts.   

We had noticed many of the places he mentions but found out more 
background to them in reading.  Quite a lot of the ones we haven’t seen have 
entered the “must go and look at that” category.  For example, we had never 
heard of Yarraville, let alone the Sinking Village before reading this! 

Even if you are not planning to walk the whole area there is a lot of very 
interesting ‘hidden history’ revealed by this very well written book. 
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Out of print books available to members 

George Raitt 

‘Famous Australian Trials’ by 
Melbourne barrister and legal author 
Philip Jacobs (1873-1963), Robertson 
& Mullens, 1942 (book supplied by 
the Mudbrick Pavilion book-room; 
available to Mallacoota U3A 
members).  

Your reviewer chose this book by the 
reliable tactic of turning to the last 
chapter, which began with the lines, 
“Somebody once remarked that the 
words. ‘I don’t care,’ should appear 
on one side of the Australian flag, and 
‘I can’t be bothered’ on the other.”  
Having dipped into the book just a 
little for the purposes of this review, 
the author certainly did care and was 
bothered a lot by the shortcomings of 
the law and legal system of his time.   

Jacobs was admitted to the practice of the law in 1895, that is, 15 years after 
Ned Kelly was hanged. The chapter on the Kelly gang is surprisingly even-
handed, leaving it to others to decide whether Kelly and his mother were 
victims of the system.  Mrs Kelly was still in gaol serving a 3 year sentence when 
Ned was executed, she having been found guilty of assault on Constable 
Fitzpatrick while defending her daughter Kate.  Sir Redmond Barry, the 
Supreme Court justice who sentenced both mother and son, is described as ‘an 
upright judge and benefactor’, ‘highly esteemed by the general public.’  Barry 
presided over the Eureka stockade treason trials in 1855 (the accused were 
acquitted), and was instrumental in the foundation of the Royal Melbourne 
Hospital, the University of Melbourne, and the State Library of Victoria. Sir 
Redmond Barry died from a sudden illness 12 days after the hanging of Ned 
Kelly.  Jacobs does not subscribe to the myth that Ned Kelly’s last words were 
‘Such is Life’, but that appears to be an apt description of stories which the 
reader would be hard pressed to make up. 
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Bass Strait stories: walking to Tasmania and the wreck of 
the Sydney Cove, 1797 
George Raitt 

Can you walk from 
Victoria to Tasmania?  

An article from the 
Warragul and Drouin 
Gazette, 2 Sept 2025 
might be of interest: it 
describes a small rocky 
islet in Bass Strait which 
is home to the shortest 
state border in Australia, 
and could explain your 
correspondent’s 
recollection from a 
1980s yachting trip, from 
Westernport Bay to Deal 
Island and return.  We anchored one evening in the vicinity of the Hogan 
Group, off a very small islet covered by tussock grasses, from memory no more 
than a few feet above sea level, and only a short walk from end to end.  The 
yachts bobbed lazily at anchor, with Bass Strait calm in all directions as far as 
the eye could see.  Of course, the wind changed direction in the night and we 
had to raise anchor, set sail and continue to Deal Island in the dark, reaching 
Deal as dawn broke.   

The article in the Warragul and Drouin Gazette describes the mis-charting of 
Boundary Islet in 1801, which resulted in the state border, which was intended 
to avoid islands in the strait, in fact running right across the islet.  So it is quite 
possible that your correspondent has walked from Victoria to Tasmania.  A copy 
of the article is posted on U3A Mallacoota’s Facebook page. 

Mallacoota locals might also be interested in Mark McKenna’s re-issued book 
‘From the Edge: Australia’s Lost Histories’.  The vessel Sydney Cove was wrecked 
at Preservation Island, in the Furneaux group, north east Tasmania) in February 
1797 en route from Calcutta to Sydney.  
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Seventeen sailors set off in the ship’s longboat for help, and were again 
wrecked, somewhere on the Gippsland coast.  For those who may have sailed 
parts of this coast from Corner Inlet, Anderson’s Inlet, Waratah Bay, Lake Tyers, 
Mallacoota Inlet, etc and walked sections of Croajingalong National park from 
Wingan to Mallacoota, it is quite remarkable that the group of survivors arrived 
in the vicinity of Sydney in May 1797 after a ten week walk.  Certainly not 
without the help of the traditional custodians of these lands.   

Having reviewed the 
newspaper accounts 
of the group’s daily 
diary recording 
progress along the 
coast, questions arise: 
did they land on the 
Ninety Mile beach or, 
having regard to 
accounts of river 
crossings, daily 
mileages etc, could 
they have landed on 
the Bass coast to the 
west of Wilson’s 
Promontory?   It is 
hard to reconcile the 
daily travel diary with 
the maps in 
McKenna’s book, 
which raises this 
intriguing question.  
Nevertheless the map 

gives an idea of the country traversed by the shipwrecked sailors. 

Sources: 

Maps from Mark McKenna, ‘From the Edge: Australia’s Lost Histories’, 
Miegunyah Press, 2016, pp 2-3. 

‘Narrative of the Shipwreck of Captain Hamilton and the Crew of the Sydney 
Cove’, published in the Asiatic Mirror newspaper, Calcutta, 27 December 1797, 
https://gutenberg.net.au/ebooks13/1300541h.html#ch-01  

https://gutenberg.net.au/ebooks13/1300541h.html#ch-01
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Current affairs discussion group 
Give some thought to topics you would like to discuss in term 4. 

In the first half of the year our discussion group covered a range of topics, 
including how communities in the UK and Europe are dealing with the effects of 
over-tourism, the housing affordability crisis in Australia and overseas, tariff 
wars in the 1930s and currently, a brief history of regime change in Iran, 
concerns in Australian and elsewhere about threats to democracy, assessing 
the effectiveness of the shire council’s community consultation and the 
Mallacoota streetscape upgrade, and the impact of the US-Australia trade 
agreement on the availability and price of medicines under Australia’s 
Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme.  

We also ran an information session on powers of attorney, particularly the need 
for planning to ensure necessary steps are taken by people while in good health 
and able to do so. 

U3A Mallacoota Astronomy nights 
Through Destination 
Gippsland, we have a 
variety of equipment for 
community use.  This 
includes ‘laser-guided 
naked eye astronomy’, 
binocular viewing, and 
smart telescopes such as 
that pictured which can 
be used to view the 
moon and planets, 
nebulae, star clusters 
and galaxies.  We also 
have a smart telescope 
that can take and share 
photographs of the 
night’s observations 
(many of which are 
shared on U3A 

Mallacoota Facebook page). 


