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Editor’s Note This will be a bumper edition, inter alia catching up on some presentation reports 
from Term 1 of this year!  We will have some later reports and some book reviews for the next 
newsletter.   

It would be really good if members - other than the Committee - could submit articles about things 
they have found interesting.  This could be on just about any subject: book, music or movie 
reviews; interesting places visited (local or otherwise) or commentary on current social issues. 

Martin 

From our President 

Dear members, 

It’s AGM season, so we will have a short Annual General Meeting over a cup of tea at the 
start of the 5 September presentation by Terry Pheeney looking back to ‘When life at 
Mallacoota was simple’. 

We encourage new people to join the committee, and new volunteers to bring ideas for 
new events and topics.  Articles in this issue of the newsletter cover some of our recent 
presentations and ongoing events that you could get involved in. 

I know it has been cold over winter, but the winter night sky offers as much to see as 
summer (and you don’t have to stay up as late).  If you or your family have an interest in 
star gazing, please contact us.  Our U3A has some wonderful equipment that, with a little 
introduction, everyone should be able to use and enjoy.  

Regards, 

Fiona       info@u3amallacoota.org.au  

mailto:info@u3amallacoota.org.au
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Term 3 Program and Annual General Meeting 
Friday 1 August – Bob Fisher, ‘Time Travel: Melbourne to Sydney 1932, a 2,500 km return 
trip’ (2pm for a cuppa, presentation starts 2:20pm) 

Wednesday 6 August, Wednesday 13 August and Wednesday 20 August – Science Film 
Festival short science documentaries will be screened, 3pm in the St Peter’s church meeting 
room (see article below). 

Friday 5 September – Annual General Meeting, 2pm in the Community Clubrooms, followed 
at 2:20pm by Terry Pheeney looking back to ‘When life at Mallacoota was simple’ 

Wednesday 1 October, 7pm to 8:30pm, and again same time on Thursday 2 October, Friday 
3 October, Saturday 4 October, Sunday 5 October, Monday 6 October, and Tuesday 7 
October – we are participating in NASA’s International Observe the Moon night, weather 
permitting (see article below). 

Date to be confirmed between 6 and 10 October, presentation by Mallacoota’s visiting 
artist in residence, sculptor and mixed media artist Marguerite Derricourt, in association 
with the Mallacoota Arts hub. 

Recurring meetings:  mahjong group every Wednesday; pickleball Mondays at 10am, 
Fridays at 11am at the tennis courts (weather permitting) in conjunction with Mallacoota 
Youth & Sports Club Inc; current affairs discussion group (see article below) having a break 
in term 3, returns in term 4. 

Check our Facebook page for details of additional 
events from time to time. 

Members may recall we 
screen award winning 
science documentaries 
on everything from 
astronomy and space, 
citizen science, 
conservation, vaccines 
and human health, 
biodiversity and forest 
fire management. 

We will select short films 
from the festival 
catalogue and put 
further details on our 
Facebook page closer to 
the event. 
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Marguerite Derricourt is best 
known as a sculptor of mixed 
media works, having worked in 
Europe and Australia.  Focussing 
primarily on subject matter 
drawn from the natural world, 
Marguerite has worked in a 
broad variety of media, from 
cast bronze to melted wax and 
hessian, from welded aluminium 
to neon and fibre glass, from 
moulded paper to chicken wire.   

Margeurite’s popular sculpture, 
"A Day Out", is a group of four 
bronze pigs and a customized 
rubbish bin with bronze rubbish on top, located in Rundle Mall, Adelaide. 

Save the date: International Observe 
the Moon Night, 4 October 2025, 
with online teaching resources 
provided by NASA, including their on-
line interactive moon maps.  
Weather permitting, we will be 
running observing sessions with U3A 
telescopes at the Mallacoota tennis 
courts, from 7pm to 8:30pm on the 
nights of October 1 to October 7 
inclusive.  

 

 

Note also that Saturn will be 
visible in the north-east during 
the first week of October, the 
rings will be edge on but a 
number of Saturn’s moons 
should be visible arrayed around 
it (screen grab from Stellarium).  
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Mountaineering across the Ditch 
Bob Fisher 

Following an acknowledgement of the traditional owners of the Mallacoota 
area. Bob showed a slide of his friend Bruce on the peak of Mt Aspiring to 
illustrate some 
words by Nelson 
Mandela, saying (in 
part): 

“After climbing a 
great hill one only 
finds that there are 
many more hills to 
climb.  ,,,” 

Bobs talk was a 
reflection on 6 
months he has spent 
over the years in 
New Zealand, mainly the South island.  Auraki, the Mt Cook area, is central to 
his visits.  He had some great experiences (and some not so great) in this 
landscape. 

All of Bob’s visits to the Land of the Long White Cloud were in Summer.  High 
altitude activities  in Winter are a far more difficult and dangerous activity, for 
which he did not have the training,. His first trip was in 1972-73, spending 3 
months travelling with Bruce and Graham who became his lifelong friends, 
with Bruce being best man at Bob’s wedding to Dale.  Bruce and Graham 
travelled all over NZ over the next 30 years and Bruce became a highly skilled 
Department of Conservation (DOC) Ranger, writing the DOC Mountaineering 
Rescue Procedure Manual. 

The first trip started in the North Island with an ascent of Mt Ruapehu.  This Is 
a rocky track (about 7hurs return) and rises to 2797m, placing the climber of 
the roof of the North Island.  The area around the Tongariro summits was gifted 
to Europeans by the local Māori chief and to respect Māori beliefs climbers do 
not go to the highest point. 

The next area visited was the Nelson Lakes in the North of the South Island.  
The circuit walk here is 80km and takes a week walking (in Kiwi parlance 
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“tramping”) through beech forest and circling lakes with very clear water 
(claimed to be some of the clearest fresh water in the world.  They moved into 
the centre of the South Island to the Mount Cook/Auraki area for 8 weeks,  This 
area, over 70,000 ha1, has 23 peaks over 3000m and the Tasman glacier, the 
longest  in NZ (28km at the time of Bob’s visit but now only 23.5km)2 .  It was 
the area where Sir Edmund Hillary trained before the ascent of Everest,  The 
group did much tramping and climbing but also used ski-planes to get into 
some of the more remote areas. 

 Accommodation in the tramping/climbing areas is often the various huts 
maintained by DOC.  These are at 4 levels from the Great Walk huts to basic 
huts/bivies.  However while at Mt Cook Bobs group stayed at the NZ Alpine 
Club Unwin Lodge down the road from MtCook Village.  They moved on to 
Muller Hut to practice with their equipment before flying to Tasman Saddle Hut 
for a week’s climbing.  This required 3am starts to get the benefit of low 
freezing levels in the early morning which greatly improves climber safety by 
reducing avalanches and rockfall..  Bob remembers vividly their headlights 
reflecting off the snow and the ice crystals tinkling as they were disturbed by 
crampons.  After finishing the day’s climbs they would get on the hut roof and 
soak up some sun.   

This hut was on a rock ridge to be safe from avalanches.  On their walk out they 
stayed at the Malte Brun hut on the moraine of the Tasman Glacier:  This has 
since been closed due to instability of the moraine.  The hut was dismantled 
and burnt on site.  Bob and Graham also did a walk over Copland Pass which 
has since been closed by DOC due to erosion and changes by the retreat of the 
glacier making it too dangerous. 

These endeavours reflected the demands of mountaineering as an activity.  
They required extensive and detailed planning; constant focus; and extended 
periods of high physical effort.  These push the participants to their physical 
and mental limits.  It is important to select objectives for which the party is 
trained and that members of the party are suited to each other.  Some of the 
hazards likely to be encountered include avalanches crevasses bad weather 
(cold, wind) inexperience with equipment and falls on descent (when fatigued).  
While equipment and technology have advanced a lot in 50 years the basic 
hazards still exist and place extreme demands on the climber. 

 
1 Surprisingly 10% the size of Kosciuszko National Park, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kosciuszko_National_Park 
2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tasman_Glacier 
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The group then moved further South to Mt Aspiring, which Bruce had 
attempted several times, always being defeated by the weather  The forecasts 
available to the group suggested there was a window of good weather coming 
up.  They hired two planes to get them to the Bonner Glacier and spent 5 days 
in the area including summitting the 3,033m peak.  It dominates the area and is 
sometimes called the “Matterhorn of the South” due to its pyramid shape.  The 
first plane touched down heavily but didn’t land – checking for crevasses!  Bob 
was sitting in the front passengers seat as the plane hit an air-pocket and 
plummeted: the pilot said “Its OK, we’ll get good air down by the glacier.”   
They did!  

Bobs second trip was in 1974 with Dale and was less arduous.  They drove 
down the North Island stopping at Rotorua for insights to Māori culture and 
touring the thermal area.  They took a ferry across the Cook Strait and drove 
down the Kaikoura Coast to Christchurch.  They then went inland to Lake 
Tekapo and the beautiful Church of the Good Shepherd where Bruce had been 
married a year earlier.  From here they drove up the Ball Hut Track from the 
end of which they could see the Tasman Glacier and the mountains they had 
climbed on the previous trip. After visiting Queenstown they spent 2 nights at 
Milford Sound: which was then a small fishing village rather than a tourist 
mecca. They took a jet boat ride, courtesy of the local farmer who owned the 
boat!   Coming up the coast they walked some remote beaches and arrived at 
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the Franz Josef Glacier where Bruce was now working as a ranger.  Back to 
Christchurch and then home. 

In 2014 Bobs trip began in Christchurch where rebuilding was still going on 
following the February 2011 earthquake. His daughter  Alice had been working 
in Christchurch and had a 3 week gap before taking up a new position with DOC 
at Mt Cook.  They loaded a hire car with her possessions and took  off.  From 
the Mt Cook base they did a few walks across the Tasman and Hooker valleys 
followed by a trip to Queenstown and a ride on the restored steam ship TSS 
Earnslaw, built in 1912.  They went on through Te Anua to Milford Sound.  The 
weather here was typical Fjordland with low cloud and showers.  

Bobs most recent trip with Dale in 2015 covered some of the same ground but 
included travel down the South Island into Otago.  This included a trip on the 
Taieri Gorge train through 10 hand-built tunnels and over 12 wrought iron 
viaducts of which the Wingatui viaduct, at 47m high is the highest in 
Australasia.  After returning to Dunedin they checked out the Northern Royal 
Albatross colony both from the land and a boat cruise.  Their trip went yet 
further South to an 1870 lighthouse on Nugget Point, named by Captain Cook.  
Another small lighthouse, at Slope Point was the most Southerly point on the 
South Island.   

They returned to Mt Cook via the west Coast staying with Alice, by chance 
living in a DOC house where Bob had stayed 40 years earlier including meeting 
a young Fred Hollows!  Bob concluded his presentation with a second video 
summarising his more recent trip. 
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3MGB Community Radio 
Peter Vickery  

Pete began his presentation by noting that he became interested in community 
radio after retiring  in Canberra.  He had to be interviewed, which concluded 
with a suggestion that as he could talk, he might start the next day!  He is 
relatively new to 3MGB, but not new enough not  be elected Committee 
President at the AGM! 

The footprint of the station covers Mallacoota, Gipsy Point and Genoa.  Not far 
from Genoa that the signal drops out, so the station is very much focussed on 
local interests.  Having said that, with the advent of live streaming, people can 
listen in from anywhere in the world and we have had people tune in from 
Luxembourg, New Zealand, Turkiye and Iraq. 

The station is licensed through the Community Broadcasting Association 
Australia (CBAA) which administers over 300 stations.  The CBAA is a registered 
Charity and received approximately $27m in Federal Government Funds last 
year.  When local presenters are unavailable the station broadcasts material 
from the Viewer Access Satellite Television (VAST) system which was 
introduced to give media coverage to remote areas.  This includes some 
content from the BBC World Service.   

The operation of the station is legislated by the Broadcasting Services Act 1992.  
This is covered by 2 volumes (both very soulless) and covers radio, TV, and 
podcasts – trying to keep up with technology!  The regulatory body is the 
Australian Communications Media Authority (ACMA) which administers the 
Community Broadcasting Codes of Practice (CBCP).  This allows for robust 
statements but requires the stations to make their position clear.  In rare cases 
of conflict about standards and practices the disputes are usually rapidly 
resolved. 

Australia’s first licensed community radio station started up in 1974 from 
Adelaide University.  There are now hundreds of not-for-profit community 
owned radio stations in Australia of which 75% are in regional areas.  There has 
been 75% growth in stations in the last 10 years despite the impact of the 
world wide web: people like to have local content!   

Some more statistics from CBAA: 

• 16 million:  number of Australians who listen to radio every day 
• 15:  number of hours of listening per week 
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• 25-39:  ages of the largest group of listeners 
• Breakfast and “drivetime” attracts most listeners 
• 24%: number who include community radio in their daily listen 
• 4%: number who listen exclusively to community radio 

Getting back to the specifics of 3MGB, the aftermath of serious fires in 1983 
generated the idea of a radio station to provide information in a future 
emergency.  By 1985 the 3MGB co-operative was taking shape - broadcasting  
local content, entertainment, educational programs and emergency 
information.  This came from a variety of facilities including caravans, a room 
above a service station and a double decker bus, purchased for $2,000. This 
was driven to Mallacoota at 50kph and a first task was to insulate it as the vinyl 
LPs melted when the sun shone in.   

However to get a license the station needed a permanent ‘home’.  Resolving 
this and other matters took 7 years before a license was grantedl in 1992.  This 
developed further with an agreement 
with the Mallacoota Arts Council in 2001.  
The final step to the current 
infrastructure was the beginning of 
construction of the studio in 2013, with a 
permanent home opening in 2015.  A 
particular notable and generous 
contribution to the development of the 
station came from Michael and June 
Drake.  

 Pete noted that some of the first 
programs are still going.  This does not 
include “The Sewerage Hour”.  A comment from the audience explained that 
while the permanent residents (at that time about 700 people) were able to 
survive without reticulated sewerage a system was needed to handle the load 
from Christmas visitors.  The lack of a system was leading to sewage flowing 
into the Inlet.  So this became a major topic at the time. 

During the 2019-20 fire the station was broadcasting as the front came 
through, with the presenter commenting on embers landing around the studio.  
The station is now part of the local Emergency Response System and aims to 
stay on air as much as possible (recognising that the presenters may have to 
leave to save their own property).  The ABC Emergency system can be taken as 
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a proxy – the ABC has been very good in developing the links, but fortunately 
this has not had to be used yet. 

The station is run as a not-for-profit organisation and relies on donations and 
sponsorship to cover their costs.  Peter quoted the example of Goodyear 
Merimbula, which has made a special offer to Mallacoota Residents, following 
the closure of the local automotive repair business.  Several foundations can 
also be approached for grants to cover the cost of maintenance of equipment.  
The station is planning to repeat the preparation of a community phone book 
again in 2025 and any surplus funds made from that will feed back in the 3MGB 
account. 

Technology now available to the community is having a significant impact on 
the station with 100s of emails coming in every day from around the country 
and overseas.  Quite a lot are seeking the playing of music they have produced 
themselves but there is also input from locals.  To try to resolve the workload 
the station is now employing a paid assistant on a 3 month contract for 4 hours 
per week..  Traditional phone calls are also received and it is clear that the 
station has a worldwide audience.  An unusual aspect of technology (not 
working) was the station once running a 4 hour broadcast from SBS ….in Hindi! 

The station intends to keep, and hopefully enhance, an engagement with the 
local community.  As the school now has a media element in the curriculum it is 
hoped to leverage that to foster a linkage with the station.  There is also a 
desire to conduct more interviews and discussion, such as interviews with the 
Mayor.  

Pete closed the session with a series of photographs from the 3MGB Vault 
including: Don Ashby and schoolkids 
(2004); Maree Webb in 2005 preparing for 
Sisters of Soul on New Years Day 2005; 
Michael Drake – having made a mercy dash 
from Melbourne – working with Greg 
Cyster to reinstall a repaired transmitter in 
2006 ; and Laurie Hamilton in 2007 (who is 
still a presenter).  Relating to the physical 
side of the station he also included a photo 
of the footings being laid in 2013 for the 
new studio and Michael Drake doing the 
first broadcast from the premises in 2015 
(see image to right). 
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War Memorials and Social History 
Martin Butterfield 

Martin began his talk with a 
quote from an SMH article 
about ANZAC Day “This 
cemetery is not just a 
resting place, but a 
storybook of interrupted 
lives.”  The reference to 
ANZAC Day led to local links 
to the Bunker Museum, the 
Dawn Service at Captain 
Stephenson’s Point, and the Pony Club ride which has replaced the Service.   

Martin’s interest in War Memorials grew out of a project to visit every town in 
NSW, I which a War Memorial became the indicator of a town.  This gave focus 
to a wider project which led to exploration of topics of general interest about 
areas and/or society at various times.  He explained that there talk will not be 
all about NSW , and passing  some material from Tanzania the end of the 
presentation will focus on recent explorations in Melbourne. 

In setting up the project he found that the Mitchell Library in Sydney had a 
project to record details of every War Memorial in the State 
https://www.warmemorialsregister.nsw.gov.au/.This is part of their Heritage 
Project.  He was able to download material from the Register and filter this to 
give a list of memorials with town names and geocoordinates.  As we planned 
for trip this, plus Google Earth, let us 
form an itinerary.  In Victoria the 
equivalent to the Mitchell Library 
database appears to be the Victorian 
Heritage Database. 

There were 679 towns on the list and 
we visited 269 of them (see image).  A 
lot of the MIA were in the coastal part 
of the Hunter Valley.  We added 27 
towns to the list (as well as adding 
further details to some existing 
entries).  Some of the “new towns” 

https://www.warmemorialsregister.nsw.gov.au/
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were tiny places where we happened to notice a memorial as driving through, 
while others were surprising omissions such as Nimmitabel, Lightning Ridge or 
Walgett.   

The major reference for War Memorials in Australia is “Sacred Places: War 
Memorials in the Australian Landscape” by K S Inglis.  In a note he comments 
on the period between original publication (1999) and the date of his note 
(2009) “… there has been more making and remaking of war memorials in 
those years than at any time since the decade after1918.”  Our research 
suggested this trend has continued, so studying war memorials is a living task 
not just dusty history.   

There are many different designs for Memorials ranging from huge buildings 
such as the Shrine of 
Remembrance in Melbourne to 
avenues of trees to small plaques 
in public places.  Some people 
seemed to think a War Memorial 
had to be related to Government 
but memorials were often linked 
to communities (for example the 
Memorial in Merimbula was set 
up by the local RSL).   

 
Many memorials include a statue of a soldier which, as they were created close 
to WW,1 are effectively an archive of military equipment at the time.  Another 
common representation is Simpson and his 
donkey.  The first memorial statue of him 
erected at the Shrine in Melbourne was erected 
in 1936: it was the first to depict an individual 
member of the AIF. 

In the early stage of the project we were 
surprised at the number of memorials which 
referred to deaths on training flights.  The 
memorial at Eden includes reference to a fatal 
crash at Narrabarra just up the road from 
Mallacoota.  Another surprisingly common 
feature of memorials are references to the 
Turkish leader Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, often 
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quoting from his speeches.  While “the enemy” he was respected by the 
ANZACS. 

The memorials shown interesting aspects of public attitudes to WW1 through 
the dates cited.  The memorial in Batemans Bay gives the end date as 1917 
because there had been enough conscription by then!  Quite commonly the 
end is given as 1919 as that is when the troops (at least the remaining ones) 
actually returned. 

Churches and the collocated cemeteries were a common place to find 
memorials.  These included plaques commemorating individuals or regiments 
etc and memorial windows.  In the cemeteries the memorials range from text 
about the person and their service, to a simple plaque – I think a standard 
format from the Department of Veterans Affairs -  giving their name and service 
number. 

The memorials also comment – implicitly – about social attitudes. Looking at 
the names on the earlier Memorials they are nearly all male.  Possibly a 
function of society at the time, excluding women from active roles especially 
WW1.  (A recent (2025) ABC program mentioned that until fairly recently 
women were not allowed at Dawn Services.)  Nowadays there are prominent 
memorials for women, including a garden near the Shrine. 

The text on memorials can give insights to local history.  On the Monaro it is 
common to find mention of the Men from Snowy River March from covering 
337km from Delegate to Goulburn, recruiting volunteers as they went.  At the 
other end of service some memorials comment on death from disease rather 
than combat.  (In Tanzania in WW1 60,000 British troops died, mainly from 
tropical diseases rather than battle.) 

At the most general level the towns project took us to a lot of places we might 
not otherwise have visited.  It was noticeable how some towns appeared to 
have put in a lot of effort to make the main street (at least) look interesting and 
attractive while others looked rather rundown.    I see this as largely 
coincidence with the presence of an observer causing the observation, rather 
than explaining the event. 

The presentation finished with a review of the parkland around the shrine 
where the many memorials summarised many of the features noted on 
memorials during the project. 
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Central Flying School and the Roulettes 
Wing Commander Damien Buswell 

Before he began his formal 
presentation Damien explained 
that the aircraft overflying 
Mallacoota earlier in the day were 
returning to Sale after a camp at 
Nowra. 

Damien acknowledged the 
traditional owners of the area 
noting the importance of sharing 
knowledge in this and other 
aspects of the work of the Central 
Flying School (CFS).  He 
mentioned aspects of his 
connection to Mallacoota, including being married in 2008 at the Shelter Shed.  
He also has military connection to the area through the Bunker Museum and 
attendance at the ANZAC Day Dawn Services.  He has served in the RAAF for 

28years.  He began flying with 
Hercules (and later noted that 
as is commonly the case his 
first aircraft was his favourite 
to fly.)  he flew them all round 
the world including in 
Afghanistan and Iraq before 
becoming an Instructor. 

At 112 years old, predating  
the RAAF, the CFS  is 
Australia’s oldest military 
flying unit, and one of the 
oldest in the world. Australia 
became the only British 
dominion to set up a flying 

corps for service during the First World War. It began with only two British 
officers tasked with the job one of whom - Lt Henry Petre - selected 297 
hectares at Point Cook, Victoria, which was, and still is described as the 

Lieutenants Harrison (left) and Petre (right) in a B.E.2 at Central 

Flying School, Point Cook, 1914 
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birthplace of ‘Australian Military Aviation’.  CFS has been in Pt Cook, Camden in 
NSW, Tamworth and Parkes, then Point Cook, before finally resting at RAAF East 
Sale in 1947. 

 By the outbreak of WW2, there was a desperate need to increase the number 
of flying instructors, and CFS met the needs of the Empire Training Scheme in 
Australia.  Today, CFS continues the role of training flying instructors, setting 
flying standards, and auditing flying practices.  An Official RAAF historian has 
described the school as "the Air Force's most important peacetime unit".   It is 
also home to the Roulettes aerobatic team and commands the RAAF Balloon 
Flight – an important element of engagement with the Australian Community -  
which operates remotely at HMAS Harman in Canberra.   

The School’s Motto is Qui Docet Discit, which translates to ‘who teaches learns’.  
The school’s badge depicts the terrestrial globe with the Australian continent at 
the front surmounted by the inflamed lamp of learning.  The lamp represents 
intellectual exploration and knowledge.  The CFS vision is to be the Centre of 
Excellence in Airborne Instruction, and we do this by training and regular 
oversight of our flying instructors Australia-wide.  

As you might expect with the roles and responsibilities CFS has, engagement is 
something we must strive to be very good at. The focus on engagement  is why 
CFS has been trusted to be the home of the RAAF aerobatic team for over 60 
years.  This is the most public face of the Air Force and one of the most 
important public engagement tools we have.    Before the Roulettes, we had 
the Red Sales (flying Vampires) in 1962. Telstars (Vampire in 1963, then Macchi 
in 1968).  They then became ‘branded’ as the Roulettes flying Macchi in 1970, 
Pilatus PC-9 in 1990, then PC-21 in 2019. 

There is a chain of processes underlying the operations of the CFS.  AS there is 
a need to increase the pool of pilots the first step is to increase the number of 
instructors.  It is also, in common with many other parts of publicly funded 
activities that such increases are made in a time of restricted funding.  The 
solution to this dilemma is an application of “working smarter rather than 
harder”.  In this case it involves tailoring the training to the abilities and 
experience of the pilot enabling some to be fast-tracked, saving a high 
proportion of resources.  

Of those who apply to become pilots some 60% make it through to become a 
pilot.  Of the remainder other jobs are available for them within the RAAF 
including other flight-crew roles and  ground support.  Only 1% of applicants 
end up leaving the RAAF.  There are a wide range of aircraft to be flown with 



P a g e  | 16 

 
 

the top end (or as Tom Cruise would say “Top Gun”) being the F35, but very 
few pilots get to fly them.  In the case of exceptional candidates they can start 
the process at 18-19 years of age and take three years to get to fly an F35. 

RAAF aerobatic teams uniquely have always operated the RAAF’s primary 
training aircraft. While most other militaries around the world fly operational 
aircraft, we choose to operate the Air Force’s primary training aircraft. The 
benefits of this are that it’s a powerful recruiting tool and has the lowest risk to 
our reputation with the wider community, with most other aircraft in our fleet 
being instruments of war (e.g. noise, flares washing up on shore, optics).  

It also means that any pilot can become part of the Roulette team, which 
provides incentive for pilots to become flying instructors as well as widening 
the pool in a relatively 
small Air Force.  Being a 
Roulette pilot is not an 
easy task. After all, it’s only 
a secondary duty. They 
must continue to be flying 
instructors during the 
week and then be away on 
most weekends which can 
put pressure on families 
and social lives. It is a true 
commitment to service 
and you really have to 
want to be a Roulette to 
keep the pace.   

Damien listed a number of the better known Roulettes routines: Loops and 
Barrels; 5 Card Loop; The Heart; Roulette Wheel;  The Mirror; The Corkscrew;  
Cascade and Bomb-burst Finish.  These are choreographed by the leader during 
the display with the pilots knowing their place in each routine.  There are two 
broad types of performance Normal and Special Venue differing according to 
the need for safety: over the Mallacoota Inlet is normal while the MCG on 
Grand Final Day is a Special Venue.  

The presentation concluded with an excellent video of the Roulettes in action, 
with much of the content being taken from the cockpit of the aircraft in a 
display. 
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Current affairs discussion group 
Give some thought to topics you would like to discuss in term 4. 

In the first half of the year our discussion group covered a range of topics, 
including how communities in the UK and Europe are dealing with the effects 
of over-tourism, the housing affordability crisis in Australia and overseas, tariff 
wars in the 1930s and currently, a brief history of regime change in Iran, 

concerns in 
Australian and 
elsewhere 
about threats to 
democracy, 
assessing the 
effectiveness of 
the shire 
council’s 
community 
consultation 
and the 

Mallacoota streetscape upgrade, and the impact of the US-Australia trade 
agreement on the availability and price of medicines under Australia’s 
Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme.  

We also ran an 
information 
session on 
powers of 
attorney, 
particularly the 
need for 
planning to 
ensure 
necessary steps 
are taken by 
people while in 
good health and 
able to do so. 
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Stargazing nights and equipment for loan 
We recently took our U3A and 
Destination Gippsland telescopes to 
a community event in Cann River, 
and have taken the telescopes out to 
the Mallacoota golf club as well as 
the camp ground. 

Just a reminder of the equipment 
we have that is avail able for use by 
U3A members and the Mallacoota 
community.  

We have half a dozen sets of 
binoculars and red torches, and can 
point out features of the night sky 
with our low power laser pointer. 

We have two smart telescopes on 
loan from Destination Gippsland, 
which can be operated from an app 
on a smart phone or tablet.  With a little practice, anyone should be able to 
learn how to use these instruments.  

You can find on 
our Facebook 
page some 
photos of deep 
sky objects taken 
with the tiny 
Dwarf II smart 
telescope. 

 


